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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes of April 5, 2018 
 

Mrs. Hadaway called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. in the Administrative Center, Curriculum 

Library, 520 Fifth Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.  
 

Members Present: 

Paula Addis 

Kyra Aizstrauts 

Dr. Obadare Awoleke 

Dr. Leah Berman Williams 

Oscar Beausoleil 

Joe Dallaire 

Tara DeVaughn 

Earnest Kincade 

Allyson Nicholson 

Svetlana Nuss 

Dr. Heather Willis 

 

Timothy Doran 

Melanie Hadaway

 

Members Excused: 

Sharon Hildebrand Earl Peterson Fé Seymour

 

Staff Present: 

Jennifer Morgan 

 

Guests Present: 

Dr. April Scott 

 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Dr. Willis moved to accept the April 5, 2018 agenda; Mr. Kincade seconded. Mrs. Hadaway proposed 

an amendment to add the topic of Curriculum Process and Revision after item G on the agenda. Ms. 

Aizstrauts moved to amend the agenda. Dr. Willis seconded. Hearing no objections or comments, the 

motion was approved. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Members reviewed the minutes. Mr. Beausoleil moved to accept the March 1, 2018 minutes; Ms. 

Aizstrauts seconded. Hearing no objections or comments, the motion was approved. 

 

TEXTBOOK & MATERIALS 

Middle School Science 

Dr. April Scott, Secondary Curriculum Coordinator, provided an update on textbooks and materials.  The 

recommended materials for middle school science is Pearson's STEMscopes, both online and print options.  

Mrs. Hadaway stated the district is careful to only purchase products they know teachers want and will 

use.  Typically, the price is the same for online, print, or a package containing of both. Ms. DeVaughn 

inquired if science was just one book, and Dr. Scott confirmed that it is one textbook and not different 

books for each unit. 

Mrs. Hadaway also mentioned that StoryTown is going out of print. A survey was done this spring, and 

81% of elementary teachers reported using StoryTown.   

World Language 
Dr. Scott discussed the recommendation for world language materials. Several Japanese textbook options 

were reviewed, and the teacher is requesting an updated edition of the text currently used in the district, 

Adventures in Japanese through Cheng and Tsui Co. Also, the recommendation for Spanish is a new set 

of materials, Avancemos through Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.   
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Dr. Scott explained there is currently recommendations for only Spanish and Japanese texts, because these 

two world language courses have the highest projected enrollment for next year. Chinese has the third 

highest projection, but she is waiting to see if schools offer this course (there is a recommended text for 

this course through Cheng and Tsui).  Also, the French teacher decided to continue using the same 

textbook. 

Mr. Beausoleil commented that he was surprised the French teacher did not recommend new materials. 

The current materials for the district’s French I and II are very different from online French III and IV 

courses. He stated the current materials used in traditional courses do not line up with the materials used 

for online courses. In his opinion, students starting an online French III course are at a significant 

disadvantage after taking traditional French I-II courses. He stated there is a huge disconnect between 

online materials and what the district uses. Dr. Scott stated this was great feedback to take to the teachers. 

Mrs. Hadaway commented that curriculum writers addressed the topic of the disconnect with what is 

currently being taught versus what is offered elsewhere, specifically the grammar portion. Dr. Scott stated 

that when the writers were doing their research, they were very proactive about adding the grammatical 

piece to the speaking, writing, and listening portions of the World Language Curriculum.  

CTE Materials Update 
Dr. Scott informed the committee the recommendation of materials for CTE Architecture and 

Construction and Health Science is still a work in process and a list is not yet complete.  

Mr. Doran inquired about the cost of the district printing consumable student journals, and brought up the 

likelihood that the budget is just going to get tighter. Ms. Devaughn inquired if anybody will be using the 

open education resources (OER), which she stated are wonderful and free. Mrs. Hadaway explained that 

CTE and world language do not have an abudance of OER, but there are a lot of OERs for science, math, 

and English. Teachers can use these online materials to create their own resources. Right now, Ms. 

DeVaughn is working on self-paced modules for fourth through eighth grade math.  

 

TENTATIVE MEETING- APRIL 19, 2018 

Mrs. Hadaway explained the April 19, 2018 meeting is listed as tentative on the CAC schedule.  If the  

committee proceeds with the meeting, the only action item on the agenda will be the World Language 

Curriculum. Currently, this curriculum is out for public comment, which closes on April 9. Depending 

on the comments, writers might reconvene and change the curriculum. At this time, it is unknown if the 

curriculum will be ready to present to the committee by April 19. Members discussed rescheduling the 

meeting or cancelling it. The consensus was to cancel the April 19 meeting, continue  through the 

process of revising the World Language Curriculum, and schedule another meeting if needed. 

 

2018-2019 CAC MEETING SCHEDULE 
Members were presented with a draft meeting schedule for the 2018-2019 school year. Mr. Beausoleil 

recommended informing the Regional Student Council of the curriculum being revised next year, so this 

can be taken into account when they elect a representative. 

 

CAC APPLICATION PROCESS 

The application process is now open for parent and at-large positions for the 2018-2019 school year. To 

have a committee with staggering membership end dates, members will be assigned a one or two-year 

term, with a maximum of four years.  The deadline to submit applications is April 20. 
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CURRICULUM PROCESS & REVISION 
Mrs. Hadaway provided an update on the curriculum review and revision process. Historically, 

curriculum revision was on a six-year cycle, which went to a content leadership model, and then 

changed to the current responsive model. Teaching and Learning is doing a comprehensive review, 

which so far includes surveys with several hundred responses and interviewing 45 teachers across the 

district. The Curriculum Council, a short-term group made up Teaching and Learning staff and teachers, 

will soon meet to address such topics as: the balance of autonomy (is curriculum a guideline or 

expectation?); how to establish clear and consistent communication and how principals, teachers, 

parents, and the community will find information; and how to establish a holistic process. The goal is to 

do a test run of a revision process this summer, and provide the committee with an update in the fall. 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS/ QUESTIONS 
Ms. Addis thanked the district and everyone that works on the curriculum. She remarked that around the 

country teachers struggle to get updated textbooks in their classrooms. She feels that, as a teacher in this 

district, she can get updated texts without having to wait a great deal of time, and she appreciates this. 

 

Mr. Beausoleil raised a topic that was discussed at previous meetings- the development of soft skills. The 

district is considering cutting different extracurricular activities, and he feels these activities are essential 

for students to develop soft skills. He stated these activities are valuable to students and taking these away 

influences how students are able to interact with one another.  

 

Dr. Berman Williams inquired about UAF Math Day, an event hosted by UAF where sixth grade advanced 

math students are given the opportunity to practice applicable math skills in a fun way. Dr. Scott will look 

into this and send the details. Dr. Berman Williams stated this type of event encourages students to attend 

UAF after graduation, but also keeps students excited about math. She is excited about things in which 

the university and the district can work together.  

 

Ms. Nuss commented she appreciates the rich discussion on all the choices. 

 

Dr. Willis stated she has really enjoyed the committee and has a big decision to make about reapplying.  

 

Mr. Doran stated the School Board appreciates hearing from students, and that advocacy is extremely 

important. He also mentioned the release of information on the Borough’s minimum amount committed 

to education, and encouraged students to testify before the Borough Assembly. 

 

Mrs. Hadaway read an email from Mr. Peterson, who was unable to attend the meeting. Mr. Peterson was 

sad to not be at the meeting, but wanted to let the committee know he misses discussing the nuances of 

equity. He also stated that, in a tip of the hat to world languages, dodgeball is Zweifelderball in German. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Aizstauts moved to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Addis seconded.  Hearing no objections or further 

comment, the meeting was adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 


